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Іп the early 1900's, many 
lines proved uneconomical as 
Yoad transport increased. 

From 1926 to 1961, many 
Branch Lines were closed, 
including the Oatlands Line, 
Sheffield Line, Melrose Line, 
Preoleena Line, Nietta Line, 
Barrington Line, and the 
Marrawah Tramway. 

No less than 198 steam 
locomotives have been used by 
the Tasmanian Railways since 
1871, but due to the difficult 
terrain, the tonnage per train 
was low, and the costs high. 


In 1951, T.G.R. was the 
first to introduce Diesel 
Electric Locomotives in 
Australia, with the purchase 
of an English Electric 660 
Н.Р. "Х" Class. The Diesel 
Electric Loco costs less to 
run than a steam locomotive, 
requires less maintenance and 
can haul far heavier loads. 
Steam locos were slowly phased 
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Today there are only a 
few of these operational, 
maintained for emergency use, 
the occasional excursion and 
possibly shunting. Steam 
hauled goods trains averaged 
300 ton loads over the State 
rail system 20 years ago. 
Loads of up to 1,000 tons are 
now common, with the possibil- 
ity of 2,000 ton loads in the 
foreseeable future. 


Today T.G.R. maintains a 
fleet of 20 Diesel Mechanical 
and Diesel Hydraulic Shunters, 
25 self propelled Rail Cars, 
28 "x", 4 "XA" andi 6 "Y" 

Class 825 Н.Р. Diesel Electric 
Locos. The latter class have 
been built in the Launceston 
Railway Workshops since 1961, 
and a further two are nearing 
completion. 

At present, T.G.R. maintains 
500 miles of track. With the 
introduction of a line to Bell 
Bay, Tasmania would witness 
even more exciting developments 
within it's Railway System. 


T.G.R. OWNS AND OPERATES THE LARGEST REFRIGERATED CONTAINER 


FLEET IN AUSTRALIA. FROZEN VEGETABLES ARE TRANSPORTED VIA 
THE BASS STRAIT FERRY SERVICE TO MELBOURNE AND SYDNEY BY 
THE VICTORIAN AND NEW SOUTH WALES RAILWAYS. 


FIRST OF 3 NEW 'Y' CLASS DIESEL ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVES NEARS 
COMPLETION, MAY 1970, LAUNCESTON RAILWAY WORKSHOPS. 


THE "ТА5МАМ LIMITED', TASMANIA'S LUXURY PASSENGER TRAIN 
JOURNEYS DAILY (EXCEPT SUNDAYS) BETWEEN WYNYARD AND HOBART, 
AND HOBART AND WYNYARD. 
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HEAVY GOODS TRAIN CARRYING CONTAINERS FROM NORTH-WEST COAST 
PORTS APPROACHES HOBART AFTER AN OVERNIGHT JOURNEY FROM THE 
NORTH. 


DOTTED LINE SHOWS THE MOST LIKELY ROUTE FOR THE PROPOSED RAIL 
LINK TO BELL BAY. 


A CENTURY OF TGR LOCOMOTIVES 


T.G.R. has operated over 40 classes of locomotives since 1871. The illustrations 


below represent the development over its 100 year history. 


ТА! Class - original L.& W.R. 
Co. locomotives taken over by 
T.G.R. 


'F' Class - M.L.R. Co. and T.G.R. ' 
E' Class 


144 ƏН! Class - (together with 'M' 
С! Class Class last steam locos pur- 
chased. Several still in use.) 


'X' Class - (Diesel Electric) 
lst in Australia. 


'D' Class 


"y' Class - 6 built Launceston 
Railway Workshops since 1961 - 
Further 2 under construction. 


Cover Photo: taken from an original 
painting by a Tasmanian artist 
during the late 1800's. The 'Night 


Mail' as it is named, has been 
adopted as a cover symbol for 
Centenary publications. 
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